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Approaching New Horizons 

As we move forward in our efforts to 

build up the Prohibition Party of New 

York, and promote policies for the 

improvement of New York state, we will 

undertake tasks which will bring us to new 

horizons. In this issue of the National 

Prohibitionist, we will cover some of the 

ways in which we are endeavoring to 

move forward.  

This issue will also introduce a new 

type of segment in our state party 

newspaper, where we will interview an 

individual or group who is involving 

themselves with some for of activism in 

our state.  

"By organizing our friends, families, 

and neighbors we can create real, tangible 

change across the country." Amara Reese-

Hansell  

Emery Joins Prohibition Trust 

Fund Association 

Robert Emery has joined the board of 

the Prohibition Trust fund Association: 

The Prohibition Party’s main financial 

body. Mr. Emery is a New York member of 

Prohibition National Committee, from 

Albany, and a leading member in 

Prohibition Party of New York. Mr. Emery 

stated that he’ll be interested in seeing 

what the groups assets are and how it 

operates, when it holds its annual meeting 

in June.  

Sign Up for The New York Prohibitionist 

Interested in keeping up to date with all the 

news from the New York Prohibitionist? Well 

you can sign up for our email list, and have 

latest issues emailed to you when they come 

out. All you have to do is email 

newyorkpohibition@aol.com and let us know 

you’d to sign up. You can also do so by 

messaging the New York Prohibition Party 

Facebook Page or the New York Prohibition 

Party Twitter Account. 

 

 

The Prohibition Party of New York 

Moving Forward 

In 2017, we began the process of 

reestablishing the state party organization 

in New York. As it stands, the Prohibition 

Party of New York is in its early stages of 

building itself up as an organization. We 

have a starting group of members, are 

working to spread awareness of our 

group, are working to recruit new 

members, have been engaging in activism, 

and have been working to grow our 

organization.  

Moving forward, we seek to establish 

the Prohibition Party of New York as a 

fully functioning state party organization, 

with a formally established state party 

committee and the infrastructure needed 

to fully act as non-state recognized minor 

party in New York. 

In order to establish a full state party 

committee, we must first work to recruit 

enough members that we will a sufficient 

pool of people for filling leadership and 

committee positions. Now we don’t have 

a precise number for this. But, we would 

need to have people to fill at least the 

roles of chairman, vice-chairman, 

secretary, treasurer, and about 3-5 

executive committee members. In 

addition, we could use some people to fill 

the roles of regular state committee 

members, and other organization 

positions that we may create. To this end, 

we will work to recruit as many good new 

members as we can, and work to find 

those people who could be well suited for 

filling the needed leadership positions. 

Once we are convinced that we have 

grown enough to do this, we will begin 

planning for some form of state 

convention, where we will formally 

establish a state committee, as well as 

establish a state group charter, and 

bylaws.  

Another key step in our development 

will be establishing a state group account.  

 

 

 

That way, we can begin to raise and spend 

money for our group activities, and thus 

have a wider range of possible activities. 

Once we can get a state group treasurer, 

we can begin the process for this. 

Once, we have our state committee 

established, we can begin the process for 

gaining the legal recognitions we will need 

to formally operate in the state. The first 

key step for that will likely be working to 

apply for status as a 501C4 organization. If 

we can gain status as 501C4 organization, 

then we will have the legal security to b 

able to raise and spend money for our 

state party operations, messaging, and 

activities. Although this status will come 

with limitations and political spending and 

won’t allow us to directly fund the 

campaigns of our candidates. Though that 

will be addressed in the next step. 

Once we have 501C4 organization 

status for our state group, we could then 

work to establish a separate political 

action committee to raise and spend 

money for supporting Prohibition Party 

candidates in the state. And once these 

steps are done, we’ll have completed our 

early stage of organizing, and will have the 

basic elements needed for a non-state 

recognized minor party. These steps taken 

together will likely take years to complete. 

But the more we work in the near term to 

advance these things, the sooner we can 

accomplish them. And once we have 

securely established our state party 

organization in New York state, we can 

work towards one day growing large 

enough to become a state recognized 

party, with ballot access. 

New York Prohibitionist 
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On the Assembly Campaign Trail 

Prohibition Party of New York 

organizer Jonathan Makeley is running for 

the 146th district of the state assembly, 

and is seeking to get on ballot via 

independent nominating petition. In the 

lead up to the petition signature collecting 

period (which starts in mid-July), Makeley 

has been working to build up his campaign 

and reach voters.  

Here are some recent details on his 

campaign. On May 21st and May 22nd, 

Makeley attended two neighborhood 

meeting events (for Getzville and 

Audubon) held by the Town of Amherst, 

as it works to prepare its comprehensive 

plans for the town.  

In describing the events, Makeley 

stated:  

“I just finished attending today's 

Amherst neighborhood input meeting at 

the Getzville Fire Station. Nice to see so 

many people gather to have a say in the 

future of their community. I saw 

incumbent assemblymen Ray Walter, who 

was there for about the first 15 minutes of 

the event. As for me, I was there for the 

entire event. I had the pleasure of talking 

with several people about issues related 

to the town of Amherst and hearing 

comments from various people about the 

town's condition and where they would 

like to take it.  

The conversations in the event also 

brought up some issues which are more 

broadly relevant to the state. The burden 

of property taxes, the rising costs of living, 

the need to improve infrastructure, the 

tensions between developers and 

community members, and the need to 

reduce the number of places selling 

alcohol.  

In the course of my campaign I hope to 

help address these issues with my 

advocacy for stronger policies for 

promoting the public wellbeing, reforming 

the state fiscal system to reduce the 

burden of property taxes, improving 

infrastructure, and a holistic approach to 

economic development which takes into 

account the wellbeing and interests of 

communities. And in the course of my 

campaign, I hope to speak with plenty 

more of the people in the district.” 

“Today I attended the Amherst input 

meeting for the Audubon neighborhood. 

As with the Getzville meeting, it's nice to 

see so many people gather to have a say 

in the future of their community. I had the 

pleasure to speak with and hear from 

various community members about their 

thoughts and aspirations for their 

communities.  

The conversations at this event also 

touched on issues that are important on a 

statewide scale. Such as the importance of 

good quality schools. As a candidate, I 

support policies to maintain and improve 

the quality of education.  

As we move forward with this campaign, I 

hope to have the opportunity to interact 

with plenty more people across the 

district.” 

Makeley has also gained some news 

coverage. On May 19th, the American 

Third Party Report published an article 

titled, A3PR Exclusive: Interview with 

Jonathan Makeley, Prohibition Party 

Candidate For NY Assembly, which is 

available to read on their website. 

www.american3rdpartyreport.com/2018/

05/a3pr-exclusive-interview-with-

jonathan.html 

Makeley is working to spread 

awareness of his campaign and gather 

together a group of volunteers to help 

collect petition signatures. Those 

interested in helping, can contact the 

campaign at 

makeleyforassembly@outlook.com  

State Activism Interview, With 

Dale Driscoll on Brittany’s Law 

This is the first article for our state 

activism interview segment. In this article, 

we interviewed Dale Driscoll, who is an 

advocate for Brittany’s Law. Brittany’s Law 

is a proposed bill, which would establish a 

state registry for those convicted of 

violent felonies, similar to the current 

system for sex offenders. 

Here is the content of our interview 

Would you mind telling our readers 

what Brittany’s law is? 

Brittany's Law Domestic/Violence 

Prevention Act would require violent 

felons to register, similar to the sex 

offender registry except with the violent 

felons it wouldn't be life long.  There 

would be a panel of 5 created by the 

sponsor of the bill in the Assembly, This is 

how it was explained to me:  Aileen 

Gunther's bill creates a 5 member board 

that determines the level status, after that 

Level 1 and 2 offenders are registered for 

10 years, Level 3 is minimum of 10 years 

until a court determines the person is no 

longer a threat. Most of these acts of 

violence are domestic violence related, 

such as choking, strangulation, use of a 

deadly weapon, imprisonment or 

kidnapping and of course murder. 77% of 

violent felons will abuse their partners.  

In May of 2009 my daughter Helen 

started dating John Brown. Helen knew he 

was on parole, but not for the actual 

reason. He had told her he was in a bar 

room brawl over a girl, when in actuality 

he had thrown his infant child into a wall 

causing permanent brain damage. Both of 

these charges would fall under assault in 

the 2nd which is what was stated on the 

Dept. of Corrections Website.  Yes, Helen 

did look him up, but I have to tell you, if 

you don't at least have the persons 

birthday it's nearly impossible to find who 

ever you might be looking for.  There was 

also no mention of child abuse of the 

DOC's website.  There is NOT enough 

information given on the DOCS website 

and it's too difficult to find anyone.  

1. Had she known the actual charges 

she never would have allowed this  

2. man anywhere near her underage 

children.  

3. John Brown wasn't allowed to be 

around his own children, so I had to ask, 

why was he allowed to move in with my 

daughter and her  underage children?                 

4. .John Brown frequently violated the 

conditions of his parole, yet nothing was 

ever    done. I can't blame the parole 

officers for this. They were told by the 

state NOT to send parolees back because 

of  over crowding in the prisons. Because 

of the numerous violations he did have to 

meet with his parole officer and his boss 

the day before he killed them.  He was 

given, what they called a get out of jail 

free card. In other words, as long as he 

agreed to work for them as an informant 

once his parole was complete he would 

not be sent back to prison.  Allowed to 

stay out only to kill my daughter and 12 

year old granddaughter Brittany the next 

day, Nov. 20, 2009. The reason he killed 

Helen? She broke up with him.  As for 

Brittany, because she went to her mothers 

defense and tried to save her.  The system 

failed them and the system continues to 

fail us.  

Continued on Column 1, Page 4 
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William F. Varney: The Attempted 

Preserver 

William Fredrick Varney was born on 

October 1st, 1884, in Patterson, New Jersey. He 

as the son of Rev. F.W. Varney. He worked in 

the textile industry in New Jersey and Long 

Island from 1902 to 1919, and had worked as 

an insurance agent from 1919, to 1957. At 

some point he established his permanent home 

in Rockville Centre, New York.  

Varney joined the Prohibition Party in 1906. 

In 1910, he ran in the 1st district of the New 

York State Senate. He received 458 votes 

(1.51%) and came in 3rd place. He was country 

chairman for the party in 1912.  

He worked as a field secretary for the 

Prohibition Party in New Jersey from 1912 to 

1919. He had helped direct successful election 

campaigns in Gloucester County in 1914.  

In 1924, he was considered as a possible 

nominee for President at the 1924 convention 

and came in 3rd place, behind 1924 Prohibition 

Party candidate Herman P. Faris, and A.P. 

Gouttey. He served on the Prohibition National 

Committee for New York from 1924-1928. 

In 1928, the condition for the Prohibition 

Party was somewhat grim. There were 

challenges against national prohibition. The 

promise of Republican candidate Herbert 

Hoover to protect prohibition, combined with 

anti-Catholic backlash against Democratic 

candidate Al Smith served to pressure voters to 

vote for Hoover instead of the Prohibition Party 

candidate, and elements of the Prohibition 

Party wanted to shy away from challenging 

Hoover. But William Varney through his hat in 

the ring and become the party’s 1928 candidate 

for President.  

During the 1928 election, Varney 

campaigned for strengthening enforcement of 

national prohibition. He stated that “The wet 

and dry issue is the only real issue in the 

coming campaign. I will abide no consideration 

of religious prejudice in my fight for the 

presidency. This is a free country and its people 

have the right to vote any way they please 

regardless of religious beliefs.”  

"I could never identify myself with a party 

which licensed the traffic of alcohol,"  

"A divided constituency will never achieve 

the enforcement of prohibition. Lincoln said no 

man can be half slave and half free. I maintain 

no party can be half wet and half dry. There 

should be no pussyfooting.” 

In the election, he received 20,106 votes. 

While these results may not have been large 

compared to previous elections, Varney still 

managed to do fairly well, given the challenging 

circumstances he was in. 

In 1932, Varney ran for New York’s 1st 

congressional district. He received 4,195 votes 

(1.48%), and came in 4th place. And in 1933, he 

ran for Mayor of Rockville Center.  

In 1934, Varney ran as the Prohibition Party 

candidate for governor under the Law 

Preservation ticket (at the time the New York 

Prohibition Party was using name Law 

Preservation, in connection to its support for 

preserving national prohibition). He received 

20,449 votes (0.54% and came in 5th place). 

Unfortunately, this was not enough votes for 

the Prohibition Party to be able to maintain its 

automatic ballot access in the state.  

Since that election, the Prohibition Party 

has not been able to get a candidate for 

Governor on ballot in New York in any election 

so far. Though the New York Prohibition Party 

continued for some time after that. In 1936, 

Varney was state chairman, and the Prohibition 

Party held its national convention in Niagara 

Falls, New York. The Prohibition Party managed 

to continue placing candidates on ballot for 

various offices in the state up to 1940.  

Though the Prohibition Party may have lost 

its ballot access in New York and eventually lost 

its state organization for a time, Varney had 

valiantly sought to preserve it. Varney passed 

away of December 14th, 1960. 

 
Sources:  "American Advance." Google Books. Accessed May 23, 2018. 
https://books.google.com/books?id=f1ExAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA884&lpg=PA884&dq=new york 

prohibition party chairman 
varney&source=bl&ots=Dmp8X5wSK_&sig=lx4XDfIFkzR665fogO_VERfDMMI&hl=en&sa=X&ved
=0ahUKEwj4weqep5vbAhWNulMKHUbwAuQQ6AEIeTAJ#v=onepage&q=varney&f=false.   
"Endorsement of Vandenberg Threatens 'Dark Horse' Role." The Kingston Daily Freeman 
(Kingston, New York), April 30, 1936. Accessed May 23, 2018. 
https://www.newspapers.com/newspage/30811938/.  
Colvin, D. Leigh. Prohibition in the United States: A History of the Prohibition Party and of the 
Prohibition Movement. New York: George H. Doran Company, 1926.  
""No Pussyfooting!"- Varney: Soft Pedal Tactics Hit By Nominee." Daily News (New York City), 
July 22, 1928. Accessed May 23, 2018. https://www.newspapers.com/newspage/412415382/.  
“Other Past Candidates: New York”. Partisan Prohibition Historical Society. Prohibitionists.org. 
Accessed March 29th, 2018. http://www.prohibitionists.org/Candidates/candidates.html  
"Our Campaigns - Candidate - William Frederick Varney." Our Campaigns. Accessed May 23, 
2018. https://www.ourcampaigns.com/CandidateDetail.html?CandidateID=4596.  
Revolvy, LLC. "William F. Varney." Trivia Quizzes. Accessed May 23, 2018. 
https://www.revolvy.com/main/index.php?s=William F. Varney.   
Storms, Roger. Partisan Prophets; a history of the Prohibition Party, 1854-1972. Denver: 
National Prohibition Federation, 1972. 
https://archive.org/details/PartisanProphetsAHistoryOfTheProhibitionParty1854-1972  

 

Efforts to Protect Children 

Earlier this year, there was a strong 

effort to pass the Child Victims Act: a bill 

which would have helped advance justice 

for victims, by extending or eliminating 

the statute of limitations for the sexual 

abuse of children. The bill had been 

proposed as part of the 2018 state 

budget, but unfortunately it wasn’t 

included in its final passage. Though, there 

are still efforts to pass bills for advancing 

justice for the victims of childhood sexual 

abuse.  

There are some proposed bills in the 

state legislature to set up a fund for 

compensating victims of abuse and for 

making it easier for victims to sue for 

restitution. There has also been proposed 

legislation for eliminating the statute of 

limitations for the sexual abuse of 

children. 

A we have said before, the state of 

limitations for rape and the sexual abuse 

of children is an unjust and arbitrary 

deadline, which serves to deny justice to 

victims and allows predators to run free. 

Hopefully the state legislature will 

successfully abolish the statute of 

limitation for the sexual abuse of children 

and advance other such measures for 

combating sexual abuse and helping those 

who have suffered from it.  

 

The Search for a State Party 

Treasurer 

As we move forward in building the 

Prohibition Party of New York, we will 

need to find people who are well suited to 

filling leadership roles. After the state 

chairman, the next most crucial position 

to fill is that of the state treasurer. The 

state treasurer is needed to establish a full 

state committee, to establish a state party 

account, and for us to legally register our 

organization. Thus, it is important for us 

to find a good person who can take up the 

position. 

A state treasurer would need to be 

someone who well fits these four types of 

qualifications: 

1. Someone who would know how to 

open and manage a group bank account.  

2. Someone who will be able to will be 

able to handle financial paperwork. 

Including the paperwork for opening and 

managing a group account, and their part 

of the paperwork that will be involved 

with seeking 501c4 status.  

3. Someone who will have the time and 

availability to perform the job in the 

coming years.  

4. Someone who we can find to be 

trustworthy enough for the 

responsibilities of the position. 

Once we are able to find a state 

treasurer, then we will have taken a big 

step forward in building up our state party 

organization.  

https://www.newspapers.com/newspage/30811938/
https://www.newspapers.com/newspage/412415382/
http://www.prohibitionists.org/Candidates/candidates.html
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Interview with Dale Driscoll: Continued 

Would you mind sharing as to why it 
is that you are advocating for Brittany’s 
Law? 

I believe this bill will save thousands of 
lives and I have the backing of so many, 
(Brittanys Law FB Group alone has over 
1500 members) that want this bill passed 
and cannot understand why it hasn't. I 
advocate for domestic violence as a whole 
because I want to bring awareness. There 
are so many red flags to look for, but until 
someone is in a violent relationship, and 
go for help they are unaware of what 
these red flags are. We NEED education. 

What is the current status of the 
effort to pass Brittany’s Law through the 
New York state legislature? 

We also have the backing of the whole 
NYS Sheriffs Association. This bill S1107 is 
currently in the Finance committee of the 
Senate. Once it gets out of committee it 
will go to the full Senate floor for a vote. It 
is expected to pass again, as it has for the 
past 7 years.  It then gets sent to the 
Corrections committee in the Assembly, 
where it has stalled every year.  

If someone was looking for more 
information of Britany’s Law, where 
could they look for it? 

If anyone wanted to learn more about 
Brittany's Law they could simply google 
Brittany’s Law NYS. There is a lot of 
information out there, there are also 
several conferences on YouTube, again 
just search Brittany’s Law.  

If someone is interested in doing 
something to help support Brittany’s 
Law, what sort of things could they do? 

There are 3 key people that people 
could call to help get this passed. The bill 
number in the assembly is A404. They will 
ask for this.  

David Weprin : 518-455-5809   - Chair 
of the Corrections Committee  

Joe Morelle: 518-455-5373  - Assembly 
Majority Leader  

Carl Heastie: 518-455-379   - Assembly 
Speaker  

Simply tell them you are calling in 
support of Brittany’s Law, Bill no. A404. 
The call takes about 3 seconds.  

There are currently 9 states that have 
similar laws. I could only remember 5 
Kansas, Oklahoma, Montana, Illinois, and 
Indiana. New York used to be such a 
progressive state.  When it comes to any 
kind of changes or creation of a law the 

assembly rejects it. We are lagging when 
it comes to the safety of the people of NY.  
Too often the criminals are put before the 
victims.  

 “After reconstruction the next great 
question will be the overthrow and the 
suppression of the legalized liquor traffic” 
Horace Greeley  

Prohibition Trust fund Association 
Meeting in Binghamton 

On June 13th, board members for the 
Prohibition Trust fund Association (the 
Prohibition Party’s main financial body) 
will be meeting in Binghamton, New York 
for its annual meeting. The meeting is 
restricted to board members and other 
invited individuals. Though once it is done, 
we hope to provide some news as to the 
productive work they will have 
accomplished at the meeting. And it is 
nice to have such an important meeting 
take place in our state.  

Prohibition Party News Across the 
Nation 

Here is some news for the Prohibition 
Party Nationally: 

National Committee Member Richard 
Swift has been working to promote the 
party in Illinois. Recently he managed to 
get an article printed in the Dispatch 
Argus newspaper, in which he encouraged 
people to consider the Prohibition Party 
as a third party option, to help address 
the needs and convictions of Illinois 
voters.  

In Georgia, national chairman Rick 
Knox had been trying to acquire the 
Republican nomination for lieutenant 
governor. But Knox was unable to gain the 
nomination. 

In Mississippi, there was hope that 
Prohibition Party candidate for Congress, 
Bill Bayes, could have become the first 
prohibitionist to get on ballot for congress 
in over 30 years. Unfortunately, we have 
received word that Bill Bayes had to end 
his campaign due to health problems. We 
wish Mr. Bayes well in his recovery.  

In Tennessee, the Prohibition Party has 
endorsed Ronnie Holden, a candidate for 
the 47th district of the Tennessee State 
House. 

The Partisan Prohibition Historical 
Society is currently working on producing 
a new book on the history of the 
Prohibition Party up to the 2016 elections. 
There is currently no set date on when the 
book will be completed. Though party 

members and other select individuals will 
be able to request a free copy of the book 
when it is out, and more details will be 
given by the national Prohibition Party in 
the future. 

“Gambling has NO product and NO service. 
It sucks money from businesses that do and put 
it into the hands of bookies who work to 
promote this scam.” Dianne Berlin 

 

Expanding Outreach: Over 100 
Communities Reached 

Our online messaging efforts continue 
to reach more people. Our Facebook page 
has reached people in over 100 
communities across the state. Our most 
recent data shows that we have reached 
people in 120 communities, in 48 of the 
state’s 62 counties. Beyond the state, 
we’ve also reached people in 42 other 
states and 29 countries.  

Cancer Society Pushes For 
Statewide Tobacco 21 Law 

Spectrum News Hudson Valley 
reported that the American Cancer 
Society’s Cancer Action Network has been 
asking New York State lawmakers to 
consider passing a law to raise the legal 
age to purchase tobacco to 21. The cancer 
society promotes this as a way of reducing 
youth access to tobacco, working to delay 
the initiation of smoking, and thus reduce 
the level of use and addiction to this 
carcinogenic substance.  

Source: Landers, Caitlin. "American Cancer Society Pushes for Statewide 'Tobacco 21' 
Law." Spectrumlocalnews.com. April 30, 2018. Accessed May 23, 2018. 
http://www.spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/hudson-valley/news/2018/04/30/american-cancer-
society-pushes-for-statewide-tobacco-21-law-?cid=share_twitter?cid=share_fb.  

University at Buffalo Researchers 
Develop Drug Sensing Chip 

Researchers at the University at 
Buffalo announced earlier thi month that 
they had developed an inexpensive chip 
that can quickly detect for the presence of 
cocaine. They hope to develop this into a 
technology that can be used by police to 
quickly test for the presence of cocaine, 
marijuana, and opioids.  

Staff, WKBW. "UB Researchers Develop Cocaine-sensing Chip." WKBW. May 08, 2018. 
Accessed May 23, 2018. https://www.wkbw.com/news/ub-researchers-develop-cocaine-
sensing-chip.  

http://www.spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/hudson-valley/news/2018/04/30/american-cancer-society-pushes-for-statewide-tobacco-21-law-?cid=share_twitter?cid=share_fb
http://www.spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/hudson-valley/news/2018/04/30/american-cancer-society-pushes-for-statewide-tobacco-21-law-?cid=share_twitter?cid=share_fb
https://www.wkbw.com/news/ub-researchers-develop-cocaine-sensing-chip
https://www.wkbw.com/news/ub-researchers-develop-cocaine-sensing-chip

