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Foster S. Dickinson 

Foster Seymour Dickinson was a civil war veteran, local politician, and Prohibitionist Town 

Supervisor of Genesee, New York.1 Foster Dickenson was born on March 21, 1836, in the village of 

Whitney Point, town of Triangle, New York. He was the son of Rockwell Dickinson (1798-1869) and 

Sarepta (Rose) Dickinson (1806-1884). His father was a farmer. Dickenson grew up in Triangle, New York.2  

Foster Dickinson joined the army in 1861, during the U.S. Civil War. He was part of New York’s 5th 

Cavalry Regiment and during the war had risen to become captain of the regiment’s E Company. 

Throughout the Civil War, New York’s 5th Cavalry had fought in 175 battles and skirmishes across 

Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Virginia. This included the Battle of Gettysburg, the Battle of 

Hagerstown, Pope’s campaign, and the Battle of the Wilderness. Dickinson was reported to have 

personally participated in over 100 battles and skirmishes. In one notable skirmish at Stevensberg, 

Virginia, he managed to capture the horse of a Confederate officer. He captained E Company until the 

end of the war. A gold-mounted sabre was presented to him when E Company was disbanded in July 

1865. Shortly after, he was discharged from the army on July 25th, 1865.3  

Foster Dickinson had married Alice Sophia (Langdon) Dickinson sometime during or before the 

war. They had their first child, Percy Albert Dickinson, in 1864. After the war they went on to have four 

more children: Elmer L. Dickinson (b.1868), Irma Rosamund Dickinson (b.1872), Ralph Dickinson 

(b.1873), and Merle Vernet Dickinson (b1878).4  

After the Civil War, Dickinson would come to live in Genesee, New York. He had come to live in 

the town at least as early as 1870. He had acquired a piece of property in town and made a living as a 
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farmer. He would grow to become a prominent member of the community and got involved with local 

politics.5  

In 1883, Foster Dickinson was elected as the Prohibition Party candidate for town supervisor of 

Genesee, New York. As Town Supervisor, Dickinson was the head of the town government, tasked with 

managing various aspects of the town government’s services and activities.6 As Town Supervisor, 

Dickinson was also a member of Allegany County’s Board of Supervisors. In 1883, Dickinson was one of 

two Prohibitionists on the Allegany County Board of Supervisors. The other being A.L. Litchard of 

Rushford. During the 1883 session of the Board of Supervisors, Dickinson served on the committee for 

County Treasurer’s Accounts, the committee for Erroneous Assessments and Excessive Taxes, and the 

Committee for Town Accounts. Through these committees, he would have played a role in making sure 

that county taxation was done appropriately, providing oversight for the County Treasurer, and making 

sure that the towns in the county were keeping their finances in order.7  

In 1884, Dickinson was elected to a second term as Town Supervisor of Genesee. He was 

reelected with a majority vote of 2 in a total vote of 243. In 1884, he was one of two Prohibitionists on 

the Allegany County Board of Supervisors. The other being William J. Richardson of Wirt.8 During the 

1884 session of the Board of Supervisors, Dickinson served on the committee for Judge, Surrogate, 

District Attorney, and County Clerk’s Accounts, the committee for County Buildings and County Officers, 

and the Committee on Stationery and Supplies for County Officers. Through these committees, he would 

play a role in providing oversight of how county officials were handling their funds, making sure that 

county officials were getting the stationery and supplies they needed, and overseeing the handling of 

county government facilities.9 

Dickinson would also be nominated as a candidate for local offices by other local minor parties. 

In 1883, the Greenback Party in Allegany County nominated Dickinson as their candidate for State 

Assembly. He received 262 votes (2.82%) and came in 4th place.10 In 1889, the Labor Union Party in 

Allegany County nominated Dickinson for County Judge and Surrogate. He received 69 votes (0.86%) and 

came in 4th place.11  
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After his time in local politics, Dickinson returned to his regular life. He was an active and 

involved member of a veterans’ group for those that had served in New York’s 5th Cavalry Regiment. Over 

the decades he would attend various veterans’ gatherings throughout New York and Pennsylvania. 

Including events in Pittsburg, Philadelphia, and Gettysburg.12 He had accumulated his own private 

collection of war relics. This included his old military equipment, a valise, sabre, and canteen collected 

from the horse he had captured from a Confederate officer, a hickory cane given to him by the 

Superintendent of the National Cemetery at Cold Harbor, a sassafras cane cut close to where General 

Farnsworth had fell at Gettysburg, silver knee buckles that had belonged to his great-grandfather who 

had fought in the Revolutionary War, and the gold mounted Sabre that he had been given when E 

Company was disbanded.13 Additionally, Dickinson had been a frequent contributor to the National 

Tribune; providing stories about his experiences in the war.14  

By 1894, Dickinson had moved to the nearby town of Ceres, in McKean County, Pennsylvania. 

Dickinson lived in Ceres for over a decade. In 1905, he and his wife moved to Palma Sola, Florida. In 

1907, his wife died from stomach troubles in their home.  Dickinson would spend the last several years 

of his life living in Palma Sola.15  

Foster Dickinson died on April 20, 1915.16 In his life, he had fought to preserve the nation as a 

soldier, had lived the life of a farmer, had been a husband and father, and had served his community as a 

town supervisor. He had been a Prohibitionist town supervisor in a period when the Prohibition Party 

was able to elect multiple local officials in Allegany County each year. In doing so, he played a role in 

shaping the history of both the Prohibition Party and his local community.17  
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