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On January 11th, 2020, Governor Andrew Cuomo delivered his annual state of the state address, 

laying forth his own understanding of the condition of the state, and his proposals of what he would like 

to see in the coming year. In the interest of advancing a productive discourse as to the condition and 

future of the state of New York, we of the Prohibition Party of New York will put forward a response to 

Governor Cuomo’s address; in which, we will evaluate his statements and proposals, and counter by 

articulating our own vision and proposals for the state. 

Governor Cuomo devoted much of the beginning of his speech to the coronavirus outbreak, its 

impact on the state, and the effort to advance vaccination efforts in the state. Governor Cuomo spoke of 

the federal government’s shortcomings in responding to the virus and how they exacerbated the 

problem. And while it is the case that failed aspects of the federal government’s response contributed to 

the severity of the coronavirus’s impact on the state, that the failings of the state government’s 

response also played a role in exacerbating the problem. Governor Cuomo claims that the state was 

blindsided by the coronavirus despite weeks of media reporting and health figures warning that it was 

coming. The Governor neglects to mention his initial hesitance in enacting statewide social distancing 

measures, which squandered the state’s opportunities to curb the spread of the virus early on. That 

state policies requiring nursing homes to take in patients with coronavirus ended up contributing to the 

spread of the virus among vulnerable populations and resulted in increased deaths. The Governor 

neglected to mention that he sought to push for cuts to state Medicaid funding in the middle of a 

pandemic, even when it endangered the state’s eligibility for receiving certain federal aid for dealing 

with the coronavirus. 

He neglected to mention that the state government made the state's incompetent decisions to 

designate liquor stores as essential businesses and to weaken measures against the sale of alcohol in the 

name of helping bars and restaurants. This was done despite the fact that alcohol makes users more 

susceptible to the coronavirus, that injuries and illnesses caused by alcohol use take up a significant 

portion of hospital beds (thus reducing hospital bed capacity for dealing with coronavirus patients and 

other patients), and warning from health officials about the risk of increased drinking during the 

coronavirus. Their alcohol friendly policies helped to fuel increased drinking among segments of the 

state’s population, resulting in increases in alcohol-induced illness, injury, and death, as well as helping 

to fuel a rise in domestic violence in the state. And even as the state was seeing increases in problems 

with alcohol and other drugs, which were exacerbating the state’s overall, health crisis and leading to 

increased deaths, Cuomo made significant cuts to addiction treatment and prevention programs. 

The Governor neglected to mention how he abused the situation with the coronavirus pandemic 

and the 2020 budget to pressure the state legislature into granting him an almost unilateral power to 

make cuts to the state budget and to pass anti-democratic changes to the state’s ballot access law. 

While federal officials should be recognized for their shortcomings in dealing with coronavirus, state 

officials should as well. 



More recently, our nation has begun the process of working to vaccinate against the 

coronavirus. The governor recognized that the state and country have not been making as much 

progress in distributing the vaccine as initially hoped. The governor mentioned some efforts that the 

state would undertake to try to increase the rate of vaccination. Time will tell how effective these 

efforts will be. 

Governor Cuomo made mention of how the state government faces a 15-billion-dollar deficit, in 

large part due to the economic impacts of the coronavirus pandemic and exacerbated by a lack of aid to 

state and local governments by the federal government for dealing with the impacts of the pandemic. 

The governor correctly noted that the state’s financial future is in large part dependent on whether and 

to what extent congress and the coming Biden administration work to provide aid to state and local 

governments for dealing with the coronavirus. The governor mentions that the state may face 

significant cuts to important programs and significant increases in taxes to deal with these fiscal 

problems. But rather than proposing sensible measures that the state could take to help resolve its fiscal 

problems, the governor used this situation to push for regressive policy changes in the name of 

generating revenue. 

The governor proposed legalizing the sale of recreational marijuana in the state and legalizing 

online sports gambling in the state, based on dubious claims that such things could raise revenue for the 

state. He also tried to justify legalizing marijuana based on a false narrative that it would somehow 

advance social justice and aid minority communities. 

Cuomo's proposal to legalize recreational marijuana sales would be a step backward for public 

health and consumer protection. He overlooks the negative impacts that recreational marijuana can 

have on users’ physical and mental health, as well as the costs that dealing with the problems involved 

with marijuana have on society. Companies should not be allowed to sell harmful products to the public. 

The state would end up losing more money dealing with the social, medical, and economic damages 

caused by legal marijuana sales than it would generate in revenue. As we have seen in states like 

Colorado. We have seen time and again that pro-marijuana advocates vastly exaggerate their estimates 

of the revenue that it would bring in, and that the states that legalized it ended up seeing far less 

revenue than it was claimed they would get. His proposal would not help communities. His proposal 

would lead to vulnerable communities being exploited by the very type of corporate interests that have 

been lining his pockets. We have already seen in various states that made the mistake of legalizing 

marijuana, that the marijuana industry disproportionately targets poor and minority communities for 

their own profit. 

The Cuomo states that laws against marijuana left communities of color over-policed and over-

incarcerated. This narrative portrays a lack of understanding of both the present conditions and history 

of our nation’s law enforcement system. While our nation’s law enforcement system has worked to 

enforce our laws, promote justice, and to provide protection to the public, it has not always lived up to 

its ideals, and we have seen instances or inequalities in law enforcement. This is not something that is 

particular to the enforcement of laws against marijuana. Rather we have seen African Americans and 

people of color disproportionately arrested and sentenced for a variety of offenses. This is because 

these inequalities are rooted in more systemic issues and not any singular law or policy. Legalizing the 

sale of marijuana would do nothing to address these underlying systemic issues. Not only that, but his 

proposal may actually end up reinforcing these inequalities while pretending to address them. Our state 



needs reforms that would actually improve policing. Our state needs actual justice for our society, not 

an underhanded attempt to line the pockets of greedy corporations. 

Cuomo's proposal to legalize sports betting is misguided and economically irresponsible. The 

gambling industry does not help the economy. It does nothing to add to the wealth of a society and 

instead siphons away money from productive sources. The gambling industry exploits poorer 

communities and contributes to a variety of social ills, whose costs weaken and shrink the economy. His 

proposal would ultimately make New York poorer in the long run. 

Governor Cuomo’s main proposals for raising revenue are built on opening the door for 

companies to exploit and harm New Yorkers for profit. His proposals are both unethical and 

economically irresponsible. As such, we would call on the legislature to reject his proposals and instead 

pursue sensible and responsible measures to deal with the state’s fiscal crisis. 

Governor Cuomo made mention of the need to expand broadband internet in the state. Indeed, 

our state needs to make stronger efforts to improve its broadband internet infrastructure and access, 

especially in light of the expanded need for it following the pandemic. 

Governor Cuomo mentioned that developing green energy presents the state with opportunities 

to create jobs and foster long-term industry. Indeed, green energy is important to securing long-term 

sustainable sources of energy for the state, and if  New York can do well in fostering its development 

within the state it could help to bolster the state’s economy. The Governor has stated that he intends to 

have the state further advance its green energy development in the coming year. Time will tell as to how 

the state would attempt to implement these aims, to what extent they will be successful, and whether 

they can advance these efforts in a manner that accounts for present needs and future opportunities. 

Governor Cuomo has proposed having the state pass a law that would prohibit the 

disconnecting of utilities for residential homes in areas under a state of emergency. This idea warrants 

consideration and the details of such a bill should be looked into. 

Governor Cuomo made a number of proposals related to the state’s medical systems. One 

proposal was to expand telehealth services in the state, including expanding access to telehealth 

services for substance abuse and mental health treatment. Hopefully, this is done in a way that helps to 

better improve access to such healthcare. Another proposal included creating a program to educate 

members of the public on how to deal with public health crises. Indeed, our state could benefit from 

expanded public awareness of health issues. Though an important question would be whether such 

efforts will only include education pathogenic diseases, or whether it will give attention to the other 

crises we face (such as the public health problems of alcohol, tobacco, other drugs, mental illness, and 

rising rates of suicide).   

In his speeches and proposals regarding election issues, Governor Cuomo further displayed his 

hypocrisy regarding issues of democracy. He has played up passing early voting measures in New York 

state, passing an automatic voter registration bill, and his efforts to try to establish no-excuse absentee 

voting. Yet, he fails to acknowledge the actions that he has taken against our democratic system of 

elections. Governor Cuomo and coconspirators in the state legislature snuck changes to the state’s 

ballot access laws in the state budget. They rewrote the state’s ballot access laws in order to vastly 

increase the number of signatures needed to place independent and minor party candidates on the 



ballot and vastly increased the requirements for a party to get and retain statewide ballot access. These 

changes to ballot access laws are a blatantly anti-democratic effort to block minor party and 

independent candidates from the ballot and to deprive voters of many of their existing options on the 

ballot. Governor Cuomo and his coconspirators in the state legislature acted to weaken our state’s 

democratic system and in order to advance their own political power. Governor Cuomo through his 

actions has shown his fundamentally anti-democratic attitude towards New Yorkers who affiliate with 

parties other than his own or who chose not to be affiliated with any party. If Governor Cuomo has any 

genuine care for our democratic system of elections then he should recognize his wrong-doing and work 

to repeal the anti-democratic ballot access law changes he helped to create. 

More recently, the governor has called for changes including amending the state constitution to 

allow all voters to be able to request an absentee ballot for any reason, expanding the period to be able 

to request absentee ballots from 30 days before the election to 45 days, and establishing a shorter 

period for county officials to finish counting absentee ballots. These proposals should be evaluated 

based on their merits. Though we must also be vigilant against the governor attempting to silently make 

other changes in state election law aimed at blocking political competitors from participating in 

elections. He can not let one step forward be accompanied by a large leap backward, as it was last year. 

Governor Cuomo stated going forward would have to face whether it would move in a positive 

or negative direction, whether it would move forward or move backward. Indeed, each New Yorker will 

have to face what direction they will seek to move the state in, and through our cumulative actions, our 

state’s future will be shaped. Whether our state will take stronger actions to address alcohol and other 

drugs as social and public health problems, or whether these problems will continue to fester. Whether 

our state will move towards greater protection of the lives and wellbeing of New Yorkers, or whether 

these protections would be eroded for the sake of capriciousness and greed. Whether we will move 

back towards strengthening our state’s democratic system or whether we will see continued erosion. 

Whether or not we will better rise to the occasion of dealing with the coronavirus pandemic. Whether 

our state will take sensible actions to deal with our economic and fiscal challenges, or fall prey to the 

misguided and ineffectual plans of those who fail to see the big picture. Whether or not we will 

strengthen our healthcare system to meet the challenges we face. And whether or not we can make 

progress on any number of issues facing our state. While we wish we could say that we had a governor 

and state legislature that was strongly inclined to move our state forward in a positive direction, our 

actual governor and legislators have too often fallen short. That is why we need informed and engaged 

citizens to encourage our elected officials to do the right thing, to promote positive policies, to stand up 

to those who seek to profit at the expense of the public wellbeing, and to do what they can to help forge 

a better future for our state. 

Having responded to the governor’s statements, let us turn to our own vision and proposals. 

The Prohibition Party of New York puts forward a vision of good government, based in moral 

principle, ethical public service, and advancing the public wellbeing. To this end, we put forward the 

following proposals. 

We must work to reduce the spread of the coronavirus, to improve our healthcare response to 

it, improve our state’s vaccination efforts, work to minimize death and serious injury from the virus, and 

work toward putting an end to this pandemic. Our state has faced viral outbreaks before and we can do 

so again. 



We must work to rebuild our economy in a sensible way, that deals with the challenges imposed 

by the virus, meets the needs of New Yorkers, and supports honest productive businesses. An approach 

that does fall into misguided efforts to support greedy companies at the expense of the public wellbeing 

or promote social ills in the name of revenue. A growing tumor may expand its weight, but it will nothing 

to rejuvenate an emaciated body. We must adopt a holistic approach to economic growth.  We can 

embrace opportunities for seeking positive economic growth. Whether that be through expanding our 

internet infrastructure to allow more New Yorkers to work from home and run businesses online, 

further developing our green energy industries, expanding education and job training opportunities, or 

various other efforts. 

In this pandemic, we have seen increasing alcohol and drug abuse among segments of the 

population, a weak state response that failed to enact sensible restrictions on alcohol sales, and massive 

cuts to state support for addiction prevention treatment efforts when the need for such efforts has 

grown. We must work to reverse these trends. We must work to ensure that addiction prevention and 

treatment efforts have the support they need, to inform the public of the role that alcohol plays in 

exacerbating the coronavirus pandemic, to enact sensible restrictions on alcohol sales, and work to 

reduce the use of alcohol and other drugs.   

We should end state support for the alcohol industry in all forms. That includes prohibiting state 

agencies from being used to support the alcohol industry or its products, eliminating all special tax cuts 

that were given to the alcohol industry, prohibiting state money from being used to support any alcohol 

manufacturing or selling business, and restrengthen state restrictions on the alcohol industry. 

We should have the state seriously address alcohol as a social and public health problem. That 

includes expanding prevention and education efforts (including the promotion of teetotalism), 

expanding support for reformatory efforts and rehabilitation treatment, holding the alcohol industry 

legally liable for the damage caused by its products, increasing restrictions on the alcohol industry, and 

working towards the eventual abolition of the alcohol industry. 

Likewise, we should work to address tobacco and other harmful drugs as well.  Our state has 

made some progress in increasing restrictions on tobacco sales in recent sales. Hopefully, we can 

continue to make progress in the coming years. Hopefully, we can also continue to guard against 

misguided elements who are attempting to legalize the sale of more types of drugs. 

We should work to oppose Cuomo’s misguided efforts to expand gambling in our state, and 

instead move our state away from gambling. 

We must work to further advance the principles of equality, justice, and the protection of public 

wellbeing in our society. We should work to enact stronger state ethics laws and increase anticorruption 

efforts. We should work to improve our system of law enforcement so that it may better provide equal 

justice for all New Yorkers. 

 We must stand in defense of our state’s electoral system. We must work to end the 

unconstitutional changes to our states ballot access laws, either may action in the legislature, or by 

striking them down in court. 

Our state should work to take stronger actions to combat sexual predators. We should work 

towards abolishing the statute of limitations for rape and the sexual abuse of children. We must also 



take stronger actions to prevent and combat domestic violence by enacting measures such as passing 

Britany’s law. 

We should work to expand opportunities and improve services for those in the state living with 

disabilities. 

We should take further actions to protect the environment and advance renewable energy. 

We should reform our education system to improve the quality of education and ensure 

adequate funding for all schools. We should expand TAP and other financial aid efforts, and work 

towards a system where all New Yorkers have a reasonable opportunity to a debt-free education at any 

of the state’s public and non-profit independent colleges, universities, and vocational schools. 

We welcome those who wish to help build a better future for New York to join us in our effort to 

seek positive reforms for our state, and to stand for moral principle, public wellbeing, and progress, 

against the regressive forces of greed and permissivism, who seek to drag down our state for their own 

selfish gain. As William Jennings Bryan had said, “The humblest citizen of all the land, when clad in the 

armor of a righteous cause, is stronger than all the hosts of error.” Let us work to build a better future 

for the people of New York state. 

 


